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THE COALITION AGAINST THE WALL

PIANO RECITAL IN FRONT OF THE BULLDOZERS - BIL'IN, 16/9 AT NOON



I am devoted to all people who experience injustice. That is why | wll
come fromHolland to play the piano in front of the arny bulldozers in
Bil'in" says the pianist Jacob Allegro, Dutch Hol ocaust survivor and a
supporter of the Israeli Gush Shal om novenent.

Allegro will participate on Septenber 16 in the weekly protest against the

"Separation Wall" which cuts off nore than half the lands of Bil'in
Village, so as to facilitate growth of the Mdi'in Illit (Kiryat Sefer)
settlenent. The piano of the Israeli actor Yossi Polak and his wife Tam
already arrived in Bil'in. The village's Popular Conmittee Agai nst The
Wal'l intends to mount it on a small truck which will take it at noon on
the 16th to the site where arny bulldozers tear down the Bil'in olive

groves, and it will serve as a stage fromwhich Allegro will play pieces
by Chopin, Schubert and Beet hoven

"Perhaps the arny, which has becone nore and nore aggressive to non-
violent protests at Bil'in, will show sone respect towards a protest
concert" says Beate Zilversmdt, GQush Shalom activist who is originally
from Hol |l and and had known Allegro for many years

Jakob Allegro is one of those whose first |anguage is nusic.

He was born in Ansterdam under Nazi occupation in January 1943, to a famly
fromthe city's old Portuguese Jewi sh Conmunity. In February of the same
year the Nazi-collaborating police raided the house and his parents were
deported to Auschwitz. Just before that, however, the parents had managed
to smuggl e their new born baby out of the house and into the hands of the
Dut ch Resistance, which hid himuntil the end of the war and saved his
life.

He studied at the Ansterdam Conservatory. In his twenties he imrgrated to
Israel and started his nusical career as a horn player in the Israel
Radi o Phi | harnoni ¢ Orchestra (now Jerusal em Broadcasting Authority

Orchestra). After several years he went back to Holland ,feeling unease with
the way the Israeli society was developing in a direction of increasing

nationali smand intolerance .

In the 1970s he graduated as concert-pianist, and perfornmed in the

Anst erdam Concert CGebouw and in different halls throughout Holland. Through
the years he got invitations to Austria, France, Spain and Gernmany where
he regularly perfornms in the Zwi ckau Schumann House. During his present
visit he offers his nusic as an act of solidarity with all who suffer and
are in need of peace and justice.

The Coalition Against The wall, which organi zes the weekly protests at
Bil'in and other villages, includes The Popul ar Conmittees Against the
Wall and the Settlenents, Gush Shal om Ta'ayush, The Whnen's Coalition for
Peace, | CAHD (Conmittee Agai nst House Denplitions) and Anarchists Agai nst
the Wall.

Jakob All egro can be reached in Holland at: phone/fax +31-20-6837006
emai |l : jall egrowegl oop@ahoo. com .

During his stay in Israel and Palestine (Sept. 16 to 22) he can be
contacted via Beate Zlversm dt 03-5590321, 054-2098882, or via Adam
Kel | er 03-5565804, 0506-709603.

Docunentary filmmaker Nir Kenan, who is in the process of making a film
about Allegro and his fanily, would nmake sections of that filmavailable
to interested nedia (contact 054-4225837, n.kei nan@ezeqint. net).

For info on anti-Wall denonstrations at Bil'in and el sewhere, cal
Yonat han Pol | ak 064- 6327736, Ei nat Pdhorni 052-3554815 .
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